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INTRODUCTION

The American Academy of Family Physicians’ (AAFP) Credit Systemwas established in 1947 after AAFP founding
members recognized the value of commitment to care through lifelong learning. The founders were committed
tothe conceptofcontinuing medical education (CME) and its mandatory completionto ensure the competence

of members and their ability to provide care for patients. The AAFP Credit System has evolved and is recognized
throughoutthe CMEcommunity as aresource for CME provider organizations. The AAFP Credit System’s eligibility
requirementsand toolsforapplying for CME creditaredescribedinthisdocument.

The AAFP serves two primary roles in CME. The firstis as the administrator of the AAFP Credit System, one of three
national creditsystemsforfamily physicians. Inthisrole, the AAFPworksdirectlywith CME provider organizations
that submit applications for review for AAFP Prescribed and/or Elective CME credit. The AAFP’s second roleisas a
CME provider, accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME). This
document addresses only the rules of the AAFP Credit System.

AAFP CREDIT SYSTEM AND CME

The AAFP CreditSystem differs fromother entities in thateach educational activity sdmitedforQvEaedkis reviewed on an
individual basis. CME providerorganizationssubmitapplications onaper-activity basis to be reviewed for CME
credit. The AAFP Credit System does not offer organization-level accreditation.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

The AAFP’sCommissionon ContinuingProfessional Development(COCPD) provides AAFP physician member
oversightfordevelopingand monitoring eligibility requirements that govern the AAFP Credit System.

Tobeeligiblefor AAFP CME credit, the activity mustadhere to the AAFP Credit System’s eligibility requirements.
The COCPDischargedwithexercisingits professional judgmentinthe interpretationand application of the AAFP
CME Credit System eligibility requirements in order to ensure that AAFP CME creditis awarded to activities thatare
appropriate for family physicians.

The COCPD has the authority to deny any activity or portion of an activity that does notappear toalign with the
intentionsoftheserequirements. AAFP CreditSystemstaffisaware thatevidence supporting medical education
and surrounding the CME environment is continually evolving. Therefore, past credit determination decisions do
not influence subsequent decisions.

Activity Level
The CME activity must be relevant to the scope of family medicine in order to be considered for AAFP credit.
Twotypes of credit are offered through the AAFP Credit System:

Prescribed: The CME activity mustheprimerlydesignedfor physicarsandhave an AAFP active or life member directly
involved inthe planning of the activitytoensuretherelevance of the content to te oy d iy medire

Elective: The CMEactivity may be designed primarily for health care professionals other than family physicians.
Directinvolvement of an AAFP active or life member is notrequired.




Content Criteria

Allclinical contentpresented intheactivity mustbeevidence-based, and/or customaryand generallyaccepted
(CGA) medical practice. However, ifsome or all of the clinical content withinthe activity appears neither
evidence- based nor CGA medical practice, it must notappear to the COCPD to be dangerous or ineffective. In
thiscase, contentmustofferabalanced explanationof potentialbenefitsandrisks,andbe presentedina
mannerthatis intended to inform the physician rather than train the physician in the practical application of the
content.

The provider mustalso demonstrate thatat least 50% of the educational content meets one or more of the
following criteria:
. Theactivity contenthasadirectbearingon patientcare.

2. The activity content is related to selected non-clinical topic(s) that support the physician’s professional
role in patientcare, including, but not limited to:

a. Medical ethics

b. Medicolegal concepts

c. Patient-centered advocacy

d. Physician-patient relations

e. Professional and/or academic leadership
f. Teaching and faculty development

3. Theactivity contenthasadirectbearingonfamily physicians’ ability todeliver patientcare. These topics
include, but are not limited to:

a. Health care system/practice management
b. Laboratory regulations
c. Utilization review techniques/quality assurance

Related Policies of Other Organizations

Asanational creditsystem, the AAFP monitorsand enforcescompliance with currentregulations governing
CME, such as the ACCME Standards for Commercial Support and the AMA CEJA Opinion, both of which have
been integrated into AAFP’sown policies. The primary purpose of these regulationsistoensure
independence, balance, transparency, and the absence of commercial biasin CME.

Whenapplying for AAFP CME credit, the activity director of the CME provider organizationis required to attest that
these policieswerefollowed inthe development of the CME activity.

1. AMACEJAOpinion8.061GiftstoPhysiciansfromIndustry

AMA CEJA Opinion 8.061 serves as a guide for physicians to avoid the acceptance of inappropriate gifts
from industry.

2. The ACCME Standards for Commercial Support

The Standards for Commercial Supportserve asaguidetoensureindependence of CMEactivities.




ACTIVITY TYPES

The AAFP offersthefollowingactivity formats thatmay be submitted for certificationand awarded CME credit:

Live: Anactivity thattakesplaceinreal time, involvestwo or more physicianlearners, and provides the opportunity
for real-time interaction between learners and faculty. In this instance, faculty members are those facilitating the
presentations. The following are considered live activities:

= Single live: alive activity, such as a conference, occurring once over one or more consecutive days, but that does
notrepeatcontentandis continuous. Asingle live activity’s termof approval isthe same as the activity’s dates.

= Annualseries:asetofregularlyscheduled(e.g., weekly, monthly, quarterly) conferences thatoccursatone
location/institution in a one-year period. The conferences have different topics related to a unifying theme under
anumbrellatitle. Eachsessioncannotexceed 3.75credits. Theintended audience remains the same, anda
single learner can attend all sessions withinthe series. Series activities are eligible for a one-year term of
approval.

= Multi-site/date: a live activity that is presented at multiple sites and/or on multiple dates throughout a one-year
period. The educational content and length must remain the eatsame for each session. Multi-site/date
activitiesareeligiblefora one-year term of approval.

= Training: a live activity designed for practicing physicians to upgrade knowledge that leads to skilled behavior
inspecificareas through comprehensive education. Trainingactivitiesareeligible foraone-yeartermof
approval.

When submitting a live activity application, the following additional criteria or required documentation applies:

= An hour-by-hour agenda, including welcoming remarks, breaks, and adjournment times with which to
make anaccurate determinationof CME credit
= The method by which learners evaluate the educational activity must be provided

= Themaximumnumber of credits awardedwillbe calculated based on the total number of minutes of eligible educational
content divided by 60 minutes.

= Welcomingcomments, introductoryremarks, evaluations,andbreaksare notcounted toward CME credit.

= Whenno breaksaredesignated within a consecutive four hour block of educational content,the
AAFP Credit System willdeduct 15 minutes per segment.

= Whenissuingthecreditdetermination, the totalnumber of credits requested will be revised based onthe
above policies.

Enduring Material: Anactivity based onindependentlearning materials designed primarily asaself-study activity.
When submitting an enduring material activity application, the following criteria applies:
= Audio and video materials will be awarded credit on the basis of actual time it takes a learner to complete

the activity.

= Written materialswill be awarded credit based on an average time for learners to read and comprehend
the materials.

= [faformal peer-reviewprocessdeterminesthe number of requestedcredits,documentationofthe process
is required.

= Activityevaluation
= Description of how learners’ participation is verified
= Description of how credit was calculated

= Termofapprovalisforoneyear.




MedicalJournal: An activity based onaregularly published collection of articles intended for medical professionals.
Thelearnerreadsanarticle, engages inaself-directed phase stipulated by the CME provider organization, which
may includereflection, discussion, ordebateaboutthearticle,and completesapredeterminedsetof questionsor
tasks related to the article content.

When submitting a medical journal activity application, the following criteria applies:

= The maximum number of credits will be based on the number of eligible articles.
= Each eligible article will be worth 1 CME credit.

= Pre-tests, post-tests, and quizzes are not counted toward CME credit.

= Description of how learners’ participation is verified.

= Termofapprovalisforoneyear.

Performance Improvement in Practice: A structured, long-term activity in which a physician or group of physicians
retrospectively assess their practice, apply performance measures prospectively over a useful interval, and re-
evaluate their performance. Physicians must integrate all of the following three stages:

= StageA:Learningfromcurrentpractice performanceassessment
= StageB:Learningfromtheapplicationof performanceimprovementto patientcare
= Stage C: Learning from evaluation of the performance improvement effort

When submitting a performance improvement activity, also known as PICME or PI, the
following criteria applies:

= Activity delivery and participation methods

= Description of how learner participation is verified

= Physicians may claimanadditionalfive credits forcompleting, insequence, all three stages.
= Amaximumof20creditsisawarded peractivity.

= Termofapprovalisfortwoyears.

Additionally, PICME activities approved for AAFP credit are also eligible for ABFM Certification Activity points.
For PI activities to be eligible through this single application process with the AAFP and the ABFM, the activity
must meet the AAFP activity requirements listed above, comply with the ABFM's Industry Support
Policy, meet the ABEM Requirements for Performance Improvement activities, and the CME
provider must agree to periodic audits by the ABFM.

Point-of-Care: Point of Care activities are practice-based learningactivities thattakesplace at the point and in
supportofspecific patientcare. The physician usesacomputer-basedclinical decision-makingsupporttoolat
the pointofcaretoaskaclinical question, searches evidence-based sources for practice recommendations, and
applies a recommendation appropriate for the patient.

It is the CME provider organizations responsibility to ensure that the three parts of the Point of Care learning
experience are properly documented. There must be a mechanism - either from the source of from the ME provider
- to document the following elements:

1. The learner’s question

2. The search of an AAFP-approved source

3. Implementation of new knowledge into practice

Learners may claim up for 0.5 AAFP Prescribed credits for the completion of each three-step process of a Point of
Care activity. AAFP members can claim up to 20 credits per year towards membership re-election.

Termofapproval isoneyear. A maximum of 20 credits is awarded per activity.


https://www.theabfm.org/research/indsuppolicy.pdf
https://www.theabfm.org/research/indsuppolicy.pdf
https://theabfm.mymocam.com/extsponsor/pirequirements/
https://www.theabfm.org/sites/default/files/2019-02/2018Guidelines.pdf

Blended Learning: An activity is a single educational activity designed for the same learner(s) that is delivered via multiple
formats. Blended learning activities are delivered in two or more of the following formats.

e Live

= Enduring Material

= Medical Journal
Performance Improvement

= Point-of-Care

Repurposed content, such as alive course archived into an enduring material, will not be eligible under this activity type.

The required application criteria will vary depending upon which formats were selected as part of the blended learning activity.




Translation to Practice® (t2p™): As of February 2016, t2p™ was became available as an activity add-on for all CME
providerorganizations. TranslationtoPractice offerslearnersthe opportunity toapplywhatwaslearnedina CME
activity,anddocumenthowlearned conceptswere translated into practice. The three stepsassociated witht2p™ are:

= StepOne(Commitmentto Change): ThelearnercompletesaCommitmentto Changestatementlisting
what change in practice will be implemented.

= Step Two(Implement Change): The learnerwillimplement the desired change into practice foracertain period
of time, designated by the CME provider organization.

= Step Three (Post-Activity Response): The learner will complete a post-activity response questionnaire evaluating
whether the implemented change resulted in improved patient care.

It is up to the CME provider organization to determine which sessions from the CME activity are available for
participation on t2p™. The CME provider organization must issue a separate t2p™ process for each session that has
t2p™, and must be able to demonstrate proof in the event the activity is audited.

PosterSessions

CME provider organizations that submit poster or abstract sessions for AAFP CME credit are required to submit
specificinformation. Scientific exhibitsand scientific poster sessionsare eligible forup to two (2) credits per day
duringalive CMEactivity. Tobe considered for credit, the following criteriaapply:

= Postercreators mustbeavailableforinteractionwithlearners duringone or more designated times duringthe
course of alive CME activity.

= The CME provider organization must list the session(s) titles on the agenda that is submitted with the application.

= The CME provider organization may be asked to submit learning objectives for any exhibit/poster for which staff need more
information

Activity Versus Session Details

Applications require activity and session details to be entered. The term activity refers to the application in its entirety,
whereas sessionreferstoaspecific topicor occurrence thatoccurs during the activity time frame. Forexample,
anactivity referstoan entire conference, whereas asession might refer to aspecific topic within the activityata
designated time or location, or on a designated date. Multiple-session entries are required for some applications,
butnotall.

= Singlelive, training, and enduring material activities thatonly occuronce and are notrepeated require only
onesession to be entered.

= Live series, multi-site/multi-date enduring series, and medical journals require multiple sessions to be entered.
A CME provider organization may requestan unlimited number of sessions as long as all sessions’ begin dates
occurduring the one-year term of approval.

= Atleastone session mustbe enteredin orderto receive approval of the overall application. However, the
remainder of the sessions must be entered, as the informationbecomesavailable, in orderto gainapproval
foreachsession.

= Onlysessionsthatmeetthe AAFP CreditSystem’seligibility requirementsareeligible for AAFP credit.

Activities Ineligible for Credit

Notallactivitiesare eligible for AAFP CME credit. Credit System staff cannot provide preliminary reviews to
determine eligibility of an activity. However, staff is more than happy to discuss the eligibility requirements with
CME provider organizations to clarify specific questions. The following learning activities are not eligible for AAFP
CME credit:

= CME activities produced by a commercial interest, i.e., any entity producing, marketing, re-selling, or distributing
health care goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients. This does notinclude direct providers of
clinical services to patients.

= Enduring materials with an expired term of approval.
= Activitiesontherapies or modalities determined by the COCPD to be dangerous or ineffective.



APPLYING FOR AAFP CME CREDIT

The AAFP Credit System offersan online application toapply for CME credit. It is recommended that the following
information be available when preparing to complete an application:

= Activity type, title, anticipated dates, and number of requested credits
= Activity director’s contact information
= AAFP member’s contact information (if applying for Prescribed credit)
= Description of how educational needs were determined
= Intended activity outcomes
= Global learning objectives
= Faculty/author names and credentials
= Target audience
= Evaluation form/evaluation method and outcomes
= Session details including:
- Specific dates, locations, and learning objectives
- Hour-by-hour agenda (live only)
= Teaching/delivery methods (live only) or how credit was determined (enduring/medical journal).

Accessing the Provider Dashboard

Tosubmitanapplication, access the Provider Dashboard. The Provider Dashboard houses all CME applications
submitted byanorganization. Anindividual can editonly the applications forwhichtheyare the owner. CME provider
organizations can submit an online application by following these steps:

1. Accessthe loginwebpage.
2. Signinusinganindividual username and password (most use an email address as the username).

3. Whenloggedin, select“Begin New Application” fromthe dashboard homepage.

Provider Dashboard Navigation

Individuals can search their dashboards for previously submitted and approved applications. Therearefourtabs
underwhichan application canexist, with subtabs under each. The application can belocated by scrolling to the
appropriate subtab.

= ApplicationsinProcess: Applicationsthatexistunder thistabare those thathave been created but notsubmitted
or paid, thatareunder review or awaiting information, or thathave been canceled.

= Approved Activities: Applications under this tab are those approved, but still require session information, as well
asallactivitiesthathave beensubmitted by the organizationand approved.

= Rejected Activities: Activities that exist under this tab are those that were denied credit.

= Session Status: Applications that exist under this tab are those with sessions awaiting approval, sessions
awaiting information, and canceled sessions.

Login Requirements

Anindividual login mustbe associated witha CME provider organization to access the Provider Dashboard. If one
doesnotexist, createanewindividualaccounttolinktoan organization. When creatinganindividual account, enter
the name and ID number of the CME provider organization. Choose the name of the CME provider organization from
the dropdownmenu. After the organization’s name has beenlocated, the site will prompt the creation of ausername
and password.

If both an organizationand an individual do not have existing accounts, create anew CME provider account.
Enterthe zip code of the organization’s location to confirman account does notexist. If one does notexist, select
theappropriate optionforthe organization. Oncethisiscompleted, createanindividual accountto belinked to
the organization.



https://login.aafp.org/siteminderagent/forms/login.fcc?TYPE=100663297&amp;REALMOID=06-0008b98c-91c3-1182-9949-0a3e0a0a90dc&amp;GUID&amp;SMAUTHREASON=0&amp;METHOD=GET&amp;SMAGENTNAME=-SM-guHSTBUCdP%2fOlBKgTPUPLhaeSqs59%2f2Ryty79e75Rt2GM3WerT6FptvgdkMsyQXD&amp;TARGET=-SM-https%3a%2f%2fnf%2eaafp%2eorg%2fCme%2fAccreditation%2f
https://nf.aafp.org/cme/account/
https://nf.aafp.org/Cme/Account/

Submitting an Application

OnceaccesstotheProvider Dashboard isaccomplished, beginthe application process. Anapplication’s
documentation requirements can vary depending on the type of activity that is submitted. Therefore, the application
may look somewhat different for each activity. Refer to the activity types for specific requirements.

Payment

Thefinal step oftheapplicationis payment. Twooptionsareavailable: paying by creditcard online, or printing the
invoice and mailing itwith acheck. If the “Pay by Credit Card” option is chosen and paymentis submitted, the next
page presentsthe optionto printthe invoice. If the “Printand Mail Invoice” optionis chosen, providers can mail it
withacheckor call withcreditcard information. If mailingacheck, please use the following address:

Attention: AAFP Credit System
11400 Tomahawk Creek Parkway
Leawood, KS 66211

When calling tosubmitapayment, refer to the application or invoice number located on the invoice.

Fees

Review fees are charged on a per-activity basis. Therefore, no annual fees are associated with a CME provider
organization. Several additional fees may apply in certain situations.

Data Entry Fee

IfaCME provider organizationsubmitsanapplicationviamail oremail, rather thanenteringitonline, adataentry
feewill be assessed inadditiontothe review fee.

Re-review Fee

Anadditional fee will apply toany application that needsto be re-reviewed after the CME provider organization
receives anofficialcreditdetermination.Re-reviewofanapplicationis necessarywhenthe CME provider
organizationmakes changesaffectingtheamountofcreditoreducational contentaftertheapplicationhasbeen
reviewedandapproved by the AAFP.

Thisfeedoes notapply if thereare logistical changes, such as the date of the activity or the faculty. Inall scenarios,
itisimperative to notify AAFP Credit System staff of any and all changes toan activity that occurs after the
submission of an application.

RushFee

CME provider organizations have the optionto requestan expedited application review. Arush fee will be assessed
inadditionto the reviewfee. CME provider organizations must call the AAFP Credit System to determine whether the
applicationiseligible forarushfee. Some applications may not be eligible for an expedited review. Therush
optionsinclude a same-day rush aswellas a three to five business-day rush.

Application Review Fees
Review the complete list of review fees for specific pricing information.

Preapproved Life Support Courses

While most activities require submission of an application to obtain AAFP CME credit, the COCPD evaluated and
establishedalistof life support courses that are awarded automatic Prescribed credit. These courses do notrequire
anapplication. However, if the CME provider organization audience includes learners other than AAFP members, an
applicationmustbe submittedinorderforthose learnerstoclaimcreditifanexisting creditconversionagreement
exists. Foracomplete list of preapproved life support courses, please refer to Types of CME Credit.



http://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/apply/review-fees.html
http://www.aafp.org/cme/about/types.html

CREDIT DETERMINATION TIMELINE

Anapplicationis considered submitted onthe date paymentisreceived. Applications willbe processed within
20business daysfromthe date paymentis received.

CME provider organizations will receivea CME creditdetermination by email within 20 business days ofapplication
submissionand payment. The CME creditdeterminationwill state ifthe CME activity was approved or denied.
Ifapproved, the number of credits and type(s) of credit for which it was approved will be stated.

Inthe eventanapplication for CME creditis missing necessary information, AAFP Credit System staff will contact the
application owner via email for clarification and/or additional information.

Previous CME credit determination decisions do not influence current application reviews. This is in part
because rules change and evolve over time, along with the CME environment. Prior CME credit approvals are
not a guarantee that future applications or sessions will be approved.

ACMEactivity application thatis deniedis noteligible forarefund. Fees are associated with the application’s review,
not the outcome of the credit determination.

Applicationapproval and the awarding of AAFP creditdoes notimply authorization to use the AAFP logo or
namein association with the activity, including activity materials, other than the authorized credit statement.
Additionally, activity approval for AAFP credit does not indicate or imply endorsement by, or partnership,
cooperation, or joint providership with the AAFP.

CME CREDIT STATEMENTS

Oftentimes, CME providerorganizationswish to market AAFP creditonactivity materials. There are several credit
statements that are appropriate for use at various times.

Pending Credit Statement

The “Pending” credit statement may be used on materials after an application has been submitted for AAFP credit,
butpriortoreceivingadetermination. The statementbelowmustbe usedexactlyas printed:

Applicationfor Qvicredithasbeenfiled withthe American Academy of Family Physicians.
Determination of creditis pending.
Save-the-Date Credit Statement

The Save-the-Date credit statement is to be used after approval has beenreceived, and is appropriate for Save-
the- Date announcements and advertisements without using the full AAFP credit statement. The full credit
statement must be used on all other activity materials:

Approvedfor[insert number of credits] AAFP [Prescribed/Elective] credits.

Activity Approval Statement

If the application for AAFP credit has been approved, CME providers will receive an approval letter with  the official
creditstatement. The credit statement must be used exactly as published in the approval letter forall materials.

CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT

AAFP Credit System Confidentiality Statement
The AAFP Credit System will maintain the confidentiality of CME provider organization information and will use it only
for these purposes:

= Activity certification and audit processes

= Sharing of de-identified aggregated information

= Asrequired by legal process

= Otherwise, with the provider’s permission

The AAFP reservesthe righttouse any informationthatis or may become publicly available.



APPEALS

Final approval of all AAFP CME applications is under the purview of the COCPD. If a CME provider organization
wantstoappeal adeterminationofcredit, the organization may submitanappeal within 90 days fromthe date the
credit determination letter was sent. The appeal may include up to 500 words of comment or information pertinent
tothe reasonforthe denial. Appeal correspondence should be emailed to the executive committee of the COCPD
atcmecredit@aafp.org. The appeal will be processed by the COCPD Executive Committee forfinal action. Appeal
decisions are final.

AUDITS

The AAFP is committed to ensuring that relevant, appropriate CME is available to learners. The AAFP Credit System
reservestherightto monitorandensurecomplianceviaauditwithcurrentregulationsgoverning CME foranyactivity
awarded AAFP CME credit. The audit types that can be conducted are random, complaint, and live.

Random Audits

Random audits are conducted to ensure compliance with AAFP Credit System rules, including the ACCME

Standards for Commercial Support. CME provider organizations whose activities are chosen for an audit are notified
viaemail. Within 30 business daysof receivinganauditnotice, CME provider organizations must submitrequested
documentation. A list of required documentation will be sent in the notification email at the time of the audit.
Complaint Audits

Complaintaudits are conducted when the AAFP is made aware of concerns about any CME activity approved for
AAFP CME credit. The CME provider notification and documentation process is the same as that of arandom audit.
Live Audits

Live (on-site) audits may be random or prompted by:

1. Suspicion of industry influence;

2. Pattern of issues with CME provider organizations’ credit applications; and/or

3. Learner/faculty complaint.
The AAFP may perform alive audit on any activity that has been awarded or is under review for AAFP CME
Prescribed and/or Elective credit. CME provider organizations will be notified in advance if an AAFP CME auditor
willbepresentatanactivity. Auditorsareexemptfromregistrationfeesand prohibited fromclaiming CME creditfor
activitiestheyattendintheroleasanauditor.
Audit Results
Whenanauditis complete, the AAFP communicates the result to the CME provider organization using the following
compliance criteria:

Compliance Determination Description

Total Compliance Providedall required documents. Procedures meet AAFP
criteria and ACCME Standards for Commercial Support.

Substantial Compliance Provided all required documents. Minor modifications would
bring proceduresintototalcompliance with AAFP criteriaand
ACCME Standards for Commercial Support.

Noncompliance Documentation indicates areas where improvement is
needed, orone or more majorareas of noncompliance exist.

The AAFP communicatesauditfindingstothe CME provider organization within 60 days of receipt of the auditor’s
documentation. The AAFP will communicate required action that must be taken by the CME provider organizations.


mailto:cmecredit@aafp.org

OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION

Application Copy Feature

Whensubmittinganewapplication foranactivity thatwas submitted previously, use of the copy feature may be
timesaving. This feature prefills information from a previously submitted application into a new application, so only
theinformation relevantto the newapplication needsto be changed. Tocreateacopy ofanapplication, followthese
steps:

1. LogintotheProvider Dashboard.

2. Findtheactivityunderthe“ApprovedActivities”tab,and thenthe “All Approved Activities” tab.

3. Select the activity title. This will open the Activity Summary.

4. Asmallbox will appear on the right side of the page. Choose “Copy As New Application.”

5. Enterand updatetheinformationthathaschanged,and submitpayment.

Application Status

CME provider organizations should allow up to 20 business days for an application for CME credit to be reviewed
and processed. CME provider organizations may check the status of applications on the Provider Dashboard under
the “ApplicationsinProcess” and then “Submitted Applications under AAFP Review” tabs.

Sample Templates

Sampletemplatesare availabletoassist CME provider organizationsin creating their own. Among the sample
templates are a CME certificate of participation, evaluation form, and a full disclosure and identification of resolution
ofconflictofinterestform. Thesetemplatesarelisted under Toolsfor CME developers.

Credit Conversion Agreements

The AAFP Credit System has several credit conversion agreements in place. These agreements allow for a
physician’s entire health care teamtoclaim credit foran activity. However, non-AAFP members should check
with their respective membership certification and/or licensure organizations to confirm credit acceptance.
American Medical Association

The following equivalency statement can be printed after the official AAFP credit statement:

AAFP Prescribed credit is accepted by the American Medical Association as equivalent to AMA PRA Category 1
Credit" toward the AMA Physician’s Recognition Award. When applying for the AMA PRA, Prescribed creditearned
mustbe reported as Prescribed credit, notas Category 1.

The AMA and the AAFP have approved the following equivalency statement of AAFP Prescribed credit to AMA PRA
Category 1 Credit” toward the AMA Physician’sRecognition Award. Providers not accredited by the ACCME or by
anauthorizedstate medical society maywishtoinclude the equivalency statementiftheyare notauthorizedto
award AMAPRA Category 1 Credit™ throughanother venue.

American Osteopathic Association
The American Osteopathic Association (AOA) accepts AAFP Prescribed and Elective credit as AOA Category 2 credit:

= Category 2-A includes formal live, clinical educational programs that are AAFP- approved.

= Category 2-B includes informal or non-live activities, or activities that deal with non- clinical topics
such as malpractice.

College of Family Physicians of Canada

The AAFP and the CFPC have a bilateral reciprocal certification agreement whereby: CME/CPD activities held across the
Canada - U.S. border are certified according to the nationality of the primary target audiences regardless of where the
providers are located. The activities will be reviewed according to the criteria of the certifying organization.

A CME/CPD activity is to be certified by the CFPC if the primary target audience is Canadian. If it is to be held in Canada
by a U.S. provider, this is done through the appropriate CFPC Chapter office. If it is to be held in the United States, it is
done through the CFPC national office. The CFPC will inform the AAFP of all such activities.


https://login.aafp.org/siteminderagent/forms/login.fcc?TYPE=100663297&amp;REALMOID=06-0008b98c-91c3-1182-9949-0a3e0a0a90dc&amp;GUID&amp;SMAUTHREASON=0&amp;METHOD=GET&amp;SMAGENTNAME=-SM-guHSTBUCdP%2fOlBKgTPUPLhaeSqs59%2f2Ryty79e75Rt2GM3WerT6FptvgdkMsyQXD&amp;TARGET=-SM-https%3a%2f%2fnf%2eaafp%2eorg%2fCme%2fAccreditation%2f
http://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/tools.html

AAFP Member - CME Credit Conversion

AAFP members who complete any CME/CPD activity certified by the CFPC for Certified Mainpro+ credit can claim the
equivalent number of AAFP Prescribed credits.

CFPC Member - CME Credit Conversion

CFPC members who complete any CME/CPD activity certified by the AAFP for Prescribed credit can claim the equivalent
number of Certified Mainpro+ credits.

CFPC members who complete any CME/CPD activity certified by the AAFP for Elective credit can claim the equivalent
number of Non-Certified Mainpro+ credits.

Organizers of such activities who would like to promote their activities to CFPC members or AAFP members can remind
them of the reciprocal agreement.

Upon written confirmation from the AAFP or CFPC that an activity has been certified, the following statements can be
used in activity materials but must be presented exactly as indicated:

AAFP-CERTIFIED CME ACTIVITIES:

Members of the College of Family Physicians of Canada are eligible to receive Certified or Non-Certified Mainpro+
credits for participation in this activity due to reciprocal agreement with the American Academy of Family Physicians.

CFPC-CERTIFIED CME ACTIVITIES:

Members of the American Academy of Family Physicians are eligible to receive Prescribed credits for participation in
this activity due to reciprocal agreement with the College of Family Physicians of Canada.
Prescribed Credit Recognition

In addition to the American Medical Association (AMA), the American Osteopathic Association (AOA), and the
College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC), the following organizations accept AAFP Prescribed credit:

= AmericanAcademyofNursePractitioners

= American Academy of Physician Assistants

= American Association of Medical Assistants

= American Nurses Credentialing Center

= National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants

The physicianlicensing boardsthatacceptPrescribedcreditinclude:

= AmericanBoard of Family Medicine

= AmericanBoard of Emergency Medicine
= AmericanBoard of Preventive Medicine
= AmericanBoard of Urology

Search All Certified CME

CME provider organizations have the option for their activities to be listed on the AAFP’s website once approval

has been received. Family physicians or other health care professionals seeking CME activities to attend can
searchthe CME listing. This free service can be selected at the time application for CME creditis made. In step one,
select “Please display this activity on AAFP.org” to have the activity displayed on AAFP’s website for AAFP CME
credit,andinstepthree, writeabrief marketingdescriptionof the activity forindividualswhoaresearchingtoview
andlearnmore.


https://nf.aafp.org/cme/cmecenter/search
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