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Learning Objectives

The material presented here is being made available by the American Academy of Family
Physicians for educational purposes only. This material is not intended to represent the
only, nor necessarily best, methods or procedures appropriate for the medical situations
discussed. Rather, it is intended to present an approach, view, statement, or opinion of the
faculty, which may be helpful to others who face similar situations.
The AAFP disclaims any and all liability for injury or other damages resulting to any
individual using this material and for all claims that might arise out of the use of the
techniques demonstrated therein by such individuals, whether these claims shall be
asserted by a physician or any other person. Every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy of the data presented here. Physicians may care to check specific details such as
drug doses and contraindications, etc., in standard sources prior to clinical application. This
material might contain recommendations/guidelines developed by other organizations.
Please note that although these guidelines might be included, this does not necessarily
imply the endorsement by the AAFP.
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Audience Engagement System
Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

1. Recognize the trends in health care and technology
that are shaping the future of health IT.
2. Explore potential futures to inform your current practice
decision making.
3. Identify current barriers to better health IT for family
medicine.
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Overview

Health Information Technology Path

A.
B.
C.
D.

It actually hinders me
It neither helps nor hinders
It helps some
It helps a lot

Drivers of Health IT Design
• Billing and documentation first
real drivers (generally speaking)
• To create digital replacement of
paper chart
• Some efforts around improving
care and practice transformation
• Now being dominated by
regulatory compliance

Frequently:
User ≠ Purchaser
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EHR Era

Adoption

• Many cycles of advancements
• Each new cycle iterates to incorporate a
successful transformation (potentially)

How well does your current EHR help you
care for patients?

timization
Op

• Synopsis of the path to current state
• Highlight a vision for health IT enabled family
medicine
• Glimpse into tomorrow’s health IT given today’s
technology innovations
• Describe the inertia holding us back
• Physician’s SkyNet?

AES Question

PCMH MU

ACO

MACRA

1st Step: Creating a Vision for Health IT
Empowered Family Medicine

How do you put the physician
and practice back in the driver
seat?

Family Medicine for America’s Health is crafting such a vision
• to envision a future state that involves the principled
redesign and implementation of health IT that optimally
supports the health and health care of the US populous
• Lays out a set of attributes that should be attained with given
timeframes
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Vision for Health IT
Empowered Family Medicine
• technologies will emerge to remove barriers to
doctor-patient communication, and begin to create
greater connection, transparency, and trust that is
cognizant of patient diversity and needs
• we will see other new technologies and new roles
for existing technologies that enable health system
redesign and improvement

Vision for Health IT
Empowered Family Medicine
•

•

•

technology will enable individuals and communities to aggregate
data to meaningfully compute health indicators so that emerging
problems are identified early, improving health and well being
we will effectively use technology to deliver meaningful and relevant
health-related information at the right time in a way that is
“frictionless”
technology will fully support value-based care and payment to
enable achievement of the triple aim

Questions / Comments?
Steven E. Waldren, MD, MS
swaldren@aafp.org
@techydoc

?

Interested in More CME on this topic?
aafp.org/fmx-practice-management
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