
The Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act (MACRA) fi nal rule allows physicians 
the option to “Pick Your Pace” during the 2017 performance period. By selecting one of 
the “Pick Your Pace” options, physicians will avoid the negative payment adjustment in 
the 2019 payment year. 

Family physicians will most likely participate in the Merit-based Incentive Payment System
(MIPS) in the fi rst year of MACRA and will need to choose from the fi rst three options.

Pick Y ou r  
Pace Op ti on s

will result in a negative 4% adjustment in 2019.
Failure to report at least one measure or activity in 2017

will result in a negative 4% adjustment in 2019.
Failure to report at least one measure or activity in 2017

Option: Test 
Avoid a negative payment adjustment for reporting data 
that includes one quality measure, OR one improvement 
activity, OR the required measures in the advancing care 
information (ACI) category.

 

Option: Partial Participation
Report data for a minimum of 90 days to avoid a negative 
payment adjustment and possibly receive a small positive 
payment adjustment. Data includes more than one quality 
measure, OR more than one improvement activity, OR 
more than the required measures in the ACI category.

Option: Full Participation
Possibly receive a modest positive payment adjustment for reporting 
for a full 90-day period OR full year. Data includes all of the required 
quality measures, AND all of the required improvement activities, 
AND all of the required ACI measures. Exceptional performers 
in MIPS are eligible for an additional positive payment adjustment.

Option: Advanced Alternative Payment Model (AAPM)
Receive a 5% bonus payment in 2019 IF you receive 25% 
of Medicare Part B payments OR see 20% of your Medicare 
Part B patients through an Advanced APM in 2017.
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Learn more  |  aafp.org/MACRAReady
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Oct. 2 is the last day 
to start collecting data 
to qualify for partial-year 
participation.
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MIPS Exemptions
Certain physicians will not be subject to MIPS. These include:

 • Physicians participating in Medicare in their fi rst year;

 • Physicians who fall below the low-volume threshold (received less than or equal 
   to $30,000 in Medicare Part B payments OR provided care to less than or equal to 100 
   Medicare Part B benefi ciaries); or 

 • Physicians who participate in an eligible AAPM and qualify for the bonus.

Oct. 2 is the last day 
to start collecting data 
to qualify for partial-year 
participation.

Full participation 
does not need to be 
a full year of data. 
It can be a full 90-day 
period or full year.

Test
Submit some data 
after January 1.

Full Participation
Fully participate 
starting January 1.

Partial Participation
Report for a 90-day 
period after January 1.

Reporting Periods for 2017

2017 MIPS Performance Category Weights
Under MIPS, scores are based on performance in the four categories below and weighted accordingly.  

Quality
60%

Cost
0%

Improvement 
Activities

15%

Advancing Care 
Information

25%


