
Attitudes

The resident should develop attitudes that 
encompass:
A.  A willingness to manage the majority 

of dermatologic conditions.
B.  A positive approach to psychosocial 

issues in patients with skin disorders.
C.  The consideration of counseling of 

patients with dermatologic conditions 
as a priority.

D.  A willingness to learn and perform 
common dermatologic procedures.

E.  A constructive collaboration with  
dermatologists when appropriate.

Knowledge

The resident should demonstrate knowl-
edge of:
A.   The classification and description of  

 skin disorders.
B.   The diagnosis and management of  

 common dermatologic disorders
C.   Prevention of skin diseases
D.    The management of skin injuries
E.  Skin manifestations of systemic  

diseases
F.  Prevention, recognition and manage-

ment of skin cancers
G. Dermatologic medications
 1. Systemic
 2. Topical

Skills

The resident should demonstrate skills in:
A.  History and physical examination 

appropriate for dermatologic  
conditions.

B. Preventive skin examination
C.  Biopsy of skin lesions
 1. Punch biopsy
 2. Shave biopsy
 3. Excisional biopsy
D.   Scraping and microscopic examination
E.  Injection
 1. Local anesthesia
 2. Steroids
F.  Incision and drainage
G.  Destruction of lesions
 1. Cryosurgery
 2. Electrodesiccation
 3. Curettage
H.   Counseling for dermatologic  

disorders ■

Resources

Freedberg, Irwin M. [and others], eds. 
Fitzpatrick’s Dermatology in General 
Medicine. 6th ed. New York: Mcgraw-Hill, 
2003.

Habif, Thomas P. Clinical Dermatology: A 
Color Guide to Diagnosis and Therapy. 4th 
ed. St Louis: Mosby. 2003.

Hall, John C. Sauer’s Manual of Skin 
Diseases. 8th ed. Philadelphia: Lippincott 
Williams and Wilkins, 2000.

Usatine R, Moy RL. Skin Surgery: A 
Practical Guide. 1st ed. Mosby. 1998.

Up-to-date     http://www.uptodate.com

E-medicine    http://www.emedicine.com/

Published 12/86

Revised 11/93

Revised 2/99

Revised 1/04

AAFP Reprint No. 271

Recommended Curriculum Guidelines for Family Medicine Residents

Conditions of the Skin
It is expected that the family physician will become proficient in the diagnosis and treatment of patients with many 
kinds of skin diseases. The family physician may find it appropriate to seek consultation from a dermatologist and to 
actively engage in the co-management of the patient. 
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