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June 7, 2007

The Honorable [NAME]
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Fax:

Dear Rep. (Name)

A new report from the Institute of Medicine is clear: this Congress has an historic opportunity to save lives by passing The Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act (H.R. 1108/S. 625), bipartisan legislation giving the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) authority over tobacco products.

The IOM report, “Ending the Tobacco Problem—A Blueprint for the Nation,” strongly recommends that Congress enact legislation granting the FDA broad regulatory authority over the manufacture, distribution, marketing and use of tobacco products.  The report finds that current steps at the state and local level alone are inadequate to remedy the tobacco epidemic in America.  Federal intervention is required.  


We agree with the Institute’s report that the Food and Drug Administration is the only appropriate federal agency for regulating tobacco products, “because,” as the report states, “it is the only existing regulatory agency with expertise both in scientific and health issues and in product regulation.”  For example, researchers at the Harvard School of Public Health found that the nicotine content in cigarettes has increased 10 percent since 1998, making it harder for smokers to quit and easier for kids to get addicted.  The FDA is the only federal agency with the scientific knowledge to track such changes and set a level of nicotine that could help smokers quit.

Tobacco use kills more than 400,000 Americans annually and is the leading cause of preventable death in the United States.  H.R. 1108/S. 625 would make it more difficult for tobacco companies to market to children and stop tobacco companies from deceiving adults about the risks from their products.  The report calls the pending legislation the embodiment of “the principles that should govern the regulation of tobacco products in the coming years.”

The pending legislation would grant the FDA the specific powers recommended in the report.  Among other things, the legislation would grant the FDA authority to crack down on tobacco marketing and sales to kids; require that tobacco companies disclose the contents of tobacco products and reduce or remove harmful ingredients; stop tobacco companies from misleading the public about the health risks of their products; and require larger, more effective health warnings on tobacco products.  Importantly, and also consistent with the IOM report’s recommendations, the legislation would for the first time in 40 years grant states the authority to regulate cigarette marketing.

The tobacco epidemic in America continues to claim 1200 lives each day, every day.  As stated in the IOM report, “the time has come for Congress to exercise its acknowledged authority to regulate the production, marketing and distribution of tobacco products.”  We agree, and we urge you to take action.
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“Broad federal regulatory authority over the manufacture, distribution, marketing, and use of tobacco products is an essential element of a comprehensive public health approach to tobacco control.”


-- Institute of Medicine





“The committee believes that the time has come for Congress to exercise its acknowledged authority to regulate the production, marketing and distribution of tobacco products.”


-- Institute of Medicine








