November 6, 2006

Troyen A. Brennan, M.D.
Aetna, Inc.
151 Farmington Avenue
Hartford, CT  06156
Dear Dr. Brennan,

I am writing on behalf of the American Academy of Family Physicians, which represents more than 94,000 physicians and medical students nationwide, to ask that you and all other payers adopt in your physician fee schedules the increase in relative value units (RVUs) for evaluation and management (E/M) services that appear in the 2007 Medicare physician fee schedule.

The AAFP, the AMA, and the other members of the Relative Value Scale Update Committee recommended these increases to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  CMS, in turn, has agreed to adopt these increases in the 2007 Medicare physician fee schedule, and we ask you to do the same. 

In agreeing to these increases, CMS has acknowledged what we and other specialties have known for a long time - many E/M services have been historically undervalued.  The increases to the E/M codes are not a fix, but a step in the right direction to support more appropriate payment for the added value provided to patients who have a family physician.  

In addition to asking that you adopt the new RVUs for E/M services, we also request that you not adjust your conversion factor for E/M services to make the changes “budget neutral.”  Such a move would defeat the intent of revaluing these services, and we would view it as showing a lack of support for family medicine and other primary users of E/M services.  If any budget neutrality adjustments are needed, then we would encourage that they be made in any conversion factors for non-E/M services.  
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Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.  We welcome open dialogue on this topic.  Please contact Trevor, at (800) 274-2237, ext. 4178 to arrange any follow-up conversations with the Academy on this important issue.

Sincerely,
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Larry S. Fields

Board Chair

