
Online Table A. Primary Activities of the CDC’s Immunization Safety Office

Branch of Immunization Safety Office Description

Brighton Collaboration An international collaboration that develops standardized 
case definitions for adverse events following vaccination

Clinical Immunization Safety Assessment A national network of six medical research centers with 
expertise in immunization safety that conducts clinical 
research on immunization-associated health risks

Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System A national reporting system that monitors reports from the 
public on health effects following immunization

Vaccine Safety Datalink Project A large database that collects and analyzes vaccine 
information and medical records on more than 5.5 million 
persons annually 

Vaccine Technology A unit that focuses on technologic initiatives and applied 
research to enhance and promote improved systems and 
practices for vaccine safety

CDC = Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Information from Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. About the 
Immunization Safety Office. http://www.cdc.gov/od/science/iso/about_iso.htm. Accessed October 16, 2007.

Online Table B. Concerns About Vaccine Safety

No evidence of increase in infectious disease–related hospitalizations with increase in number of vaccinations

No evidence of an association between autism and thimerosal-containing vaccines in multiple randomized 
controlled trials

No evidence of an association between autism and MMR

No evidence of an association between Crohn’s disease and MMR

Investigation of an association between idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura and MMR

No evidence of an association between Bell’s palsy and the nasal LAIV (Flumist; used in the United States)

No evidence of an association between the new rotavirus vaccine and intussusception, but ongoing 
surveillance

Slight increase in Guillain-Barré syndrome with MCV4 (Menactra), but no causal association and ongoing 
surveillance

LAIV = live, attenuated influenza vaccine; MCV4 = quadrivalent meningococcal conjugate vaccine; MMR = measles, 
mumps, and rubella vaccine.
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