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current level of progress in reducing carbon emissions, even
the most modest goals are unlikely to be met, as total annual
greenhouse gas emissions continue their unabated rise.11
Total annual greenhouse gases emissions, including from
land-use changes, reached a record high in 2017.11 Unless
emissions are reduced to 55% of 2017 levels by 2030, global
temperatures will exceed the limits needed to slow climate
impacts, such as extreme weather events, food insecurity,
migration of displaced people, and disruption of ecosystems.11 The sounds of alarm increasingly manifested across
multiple sectors around the globe are warranted, and the
science shows why.

To understand the extraordinary urgency of what some
call the climate crisis1 and its relevance to physicians, we
must pull back the lens to understand warming trends and
their impact on not only health, but the very foundations of
human survival.
A recent study 2 reinforces the consensus3,4 that global
warming exists and is predominantly due to human activity.
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