This heafth policy
issue brief helps family
physicians
incerporate health
considerations into
focal- and state-level
pelicies using Health
in Alf Policies
strategies. it is an
American Academy of
Family Physicians
policy priority to
address the social
determinants of
health.

Key Messages

= The AAFP supports HiAP
as a strategy to improve
population health and
advance health equity.

= Government policies
at the federal, state,
and local levels affect
the health of family
physicians' communities.
As such, policymakers
should consider the
health and equity
implications of all
policies and systems.

Family physicians can
utilize the HiAP approach
to collaborate with
policymakers and health
officials in developing
policies and legislation
that benefit the health of
all their patients, families
and communities.

The EveryONE Project™

Advancing health equity in every community

N All POIlICIE

EQUITY=-BASED, CROSS=SECTOR APPROACH

There is ingreasing recognition that social, economic and physical environments significantly
impact health outcomes more than clinical care alone. HiAP is a collaborative approach that
integrates health considerations into policies that shape and influence the places we are horn, live,
learn, work, play and age.? It aims to help policymakers make informed decisions about policies and
services across all levels of government that will improve the health of the population.®
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The HiAP approach ingorporates "evidence-informed
policymaking where the policymakers know what
implications the proposed policies have for health, health
equity and the functions of the health systems.” HIAP is

a strategy for policy design where cross-sector partners
collaborate on policy development to create equitahle
communities. Federal, state and local policy decisions
contribute to social and economic factors that significantly
impact health outcomes.

“Understanding the linkages
between health equity and
government policies is
essential to ensuring that
health is truly addressed.”

— Family physician and AAFP member

New strategies are needed to promote state and logal policies that incorporate perspectives from
partners that impact health outcomes, such as the housing, transportation, education, employment,
nutrition and environmental sectors.

While implementing HiAP policies is essential to health, as several states have done, it is important
to remember that the language we use when discussing these issues also matters. A state and
territorial health officer survey reported that other terms resonated better when referring to policy
strategies, including equitable communities, cross-sector partnerships, well-being and livahility.?
Table T offers additional alternative terms to describe aspects of HIAP.

Table 1. Alternative Terms for HiAP

Health in All Policies Terms Alternative Health Terms Cross-sector Terms

Equity-related Terins

Health Across Policies Equitable Communities Well-being Cross-sector Partnership

Equity Alliance
Cross-sector Work

Healthy Environment Quality of Life

Racial Justice Framing

Livahility
Putting Human Well-being at . . . . Inter-sectoral Work
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Adapted with permission from Association of State and Territoria! Heolth Officers. Framing health in alf policies: terms that resonate.
Accessed June 27 2023, https.//www.astho.org/globalassetsfeport/framing-health-in-all-policies-terms-that-resonate pdf

From the family physician perspective, consider the unique experiences you can bring to policy
and systems change discussions. For example, you may be able to provide resources that support
collaboration, analysis, community engagement and reporting.t Other ways you can contribute
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