
Addressing the ongoing
burden of COVID-19
The pandemic is over but COVID-19 continues to pose 
a risk to people's health...

…Causing a weekly estimate of:

300+ 
deaths1 hospitalizations2

6,000+

during U.S. fall-winter 2025-2026 
COVID-19 season.

…Increasing the risk of 
cardiovascular disease3,4

heart attack

stroke

…Putting older adults 
hospitalized for COVID-19 at

35% higher 
risk

of death than those hospitalized for 
flu during U.S. fall-winter 
2023-2024 COVID-19 season.5

Although COVID-19 vaccination can help 
protect against infection, COVID-19 
vaccination uptake still remains low6…

…Over 80% of American adults haven’t 
had an updated 2025-26 vaccine to help 
protect them against COVID-197

Top three reasons among adults not planning to get an updated COVID-19 vaccine8

Survey conducted by National Foundation for Infectious Diseases (NFID) in November 2025, 
among a nationally representative sample of 1,015 US adults age 18 and older.
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COVID-19 vaccines have demonstrated a 
protective e�ect, significantly lowering 
the risk of COVID-19 related complications, 
following a SARS-CoV-2 infection.9,10 
They can also make the illness less severe, 
reducing the risk of hospitalization.11,12

Instilling strong confidence in 
COVID-19 vaccines within 
communities can lead to more 
people getting vaccinated and to 
fewer COVID-19 illnesses, 
hospitalizations, and deaths.13

COVID-19: coronavirus disease 2019; SARS-CoV-2: severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2.
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