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An Invitation From Your Doctor

[bookmark: _GoBack]You are invited to join your doctor and other patients in our practice for a “group visit.” It’s an idea that other doctors around the country have found helps them care for their patients in ways that cannot be accomplished during the usual 15- to 20-minute office visit.

Here’s how it works: Your doctor and one of our nurses will visit with you and approximately 15 to 20 other patients for about an hour and a half in a conference room here at our office. During the visit, there will be time for talking with other patients as well as education about specific health problems. Then, your doctor will spend time talking with each patient individually about health problems and concerns. If you have additional health concerns that need to be addressed, there will also be time to meet alone with your doctor after the group visit. Of course, the visits are completely voluntary.

The group visit program was set up to provide an additional opportunity for patients to meet with their doctor on a regular basis and to learn how to deal with common health problems. Group visits also give patients the opportunity to learn from other patients who are dealing with similar health problems and to get their health needs met and their questions answered. From time to time other health professionals, such as pharmacists or health educators, may join your doctor and nurse at the visits. 

The date and time of the next group visit is listed at the bottom of this letter. If you are interested in attending, please let your physician or nurse know. You are welcome to bring a family member or friend with you.

When you come in for the group visit, simply check in as usual with the front desk and pay your usual co-pay. The receptionist will direct you to our meeting place.

We welcome your possible interest in this new opportunity for you to participate with your physician in your health care. Of course, if you decide not to participate, your doctor will continue to see you at the office as in the past. 

Sincerely,
Your Doctor’s Office

Next group visit date and time: __________________________
Our phone number: ______________________________

Copyright © 2003 Suzanne Houck. Published with permission. Physicians may photocopy or adapt for use in their practices. All other rights reserved. Houck S, Kilo C. Group visits 101. Fam Pract Manage. May 2003:66-68; www.aafp.org/fpm/20030500/66grou.html.
Copyright © 2013 by the American Academy of Family Physicians.  All rights reserved.
