
 

  
 

 
 
May 15, 2019 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi   The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Speaker     Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515   Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leader McCarthy: 

On behalf of the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP), which represents 134,600 
family physicians and medical students across the country, I write to share the organization’s 
support for H.R. 987, the “Strengthening Health Care and Lowering Prescription Drug Costs 
Act.” 

The AAFP believes that all people should have access to primary medical care and other 
essential health care services. Care should be comprehensive, affordable, and include 
protections for those with financial hardships. Having both health insurance and a usual source 
of care (e.g., through an ongoing relationship with a family physician) contributes to better 
health outcomes, reduced disparities, and lower costs. In fact, a 2016 Oregon study found that 
for every dollar spent on patient-centered primary care, there was a savings of $13 within the 
health care system. 

 
Family physicians also have a meaningful interest in the drug pricing debate, in part, because the 
complexity of care and the variation in health conditions is far greater than that treated by any 
other specialty. Unfortunately, and too frequently, family physicians encounter patients who cannot 
afford their medications, which diminishes their ability to adhere to treatment plans. Given the 
public’s reliance on generic products, which represent over 89 percent of all medications filled, 
increasing access to these drugs must be a top priority. Therefore, the AAFP is pleased HR 987 
includes proposals to increase generic drug access through enhanced market competition.  
 
We are pleased to support HR 987 and look forward to working with you to advance other 
comprehensive health care policies. For more information, please contact Sonya Clay, 
Government Relations Representative, at 202-232-9033 or sclay@aafp.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael L. Munger, MD, FAAFP 
Board Chair 
 
cc: Members, U.S. House of Representatives 

https://www.aafp.org/afp/2004/0915/p1035.html
https://www.aafp.org/afp/2004/0915/p1035.html
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/HPA/dsi-pcpch/Documents/PCPCH-Program-Implementation-Report-Final-Sept-2016.pdf
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/scientifica/2012/432892/
mailto:sclay@aafp.org
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