
Once approved, 
the bill becomes law

The bill is reviewed and 
voted on by the committee.
 • If the bill has a special 
   cost, it must go to the
   Appropriations Committee

The bill is reviewed and 
voted on by the committee

The bill is 
debated and 

voted on by all 
members of the 

chamber

The bill is 
debated and 

voted on by all 
members of the 

chamber

The bill is introduced in the chamber 
of origin and assigned to a committee
 • During a budget session, 
   non-budget bills need 2/3 majority 
   vote to be introduced

The approved bill is sent to the 
other chamber and assigned to a 
committee
-If the bill has a special cost, it must 
go to the Appropriations Committee

The approved bill 
advances to the 

full chamber
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advances to the 
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How a Bill Becomes a Law 
When Congress considers legislation a�ecting public health or primary care, your unique 

experience and authority are vital to the process. What you tell your lawmakers about your 
practice, your patients and your community has real power to improve policy.

A bill is wri�en
and filed either 

in the House
or Senate

                 A conference committee 
                         comprised of both
houses tries to resolve the di�erences

The resulting compromise is debated 
and voted on by both houses

If NO: If YES:

The passed bill is sent to 
           the president, who
           approves or vetoes

•  The president cannot amend the bill,
    only “line-item veto” sections

                       •  2/3 majority of both
                               chambers can 
                               override a veto


