AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
FAMILY PHYSICIANS

STRONG MEDICINE FOR AMERICA

July 10, 2013

The Honorable Tom Carper
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator:

The American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP), representing over 110,600 physicians and medical
students nationwide, is pleased to support the Treat and Reduce Obesity Act (S. 1184). We applaud your
bipartisan legislation that would increase vital access and reimbursement for obesity screening and
counseling services. S. 1184 would allow qualified health practitioners, including family physicians, to be
reimbursed for providing intensive behavioral therapy for obesity to Medicare beneficiaries. In addition, the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) would be required to distribute information about
intensive behavioral therapy for obesity to Medicare recipients and their doctors, so that they are aware of
this valuable service. The bill also would reimburse physicians and eligible providers for pharmacological
interventions for chronic obesity management given to those who are obese or overweight and suffer from
one or more related conditions.

Family physicians, as primary care physicians, understand the challenges that overweight and obese
patients face and are in a unique position to employ a long-term, patient-centered approach to obesity and
weight management. For many years, the AAFP has recommended that our members screen patients for
obesity and offer intensive counseling and behavioral interventions to promote sustained weight loss. The
AAFP also recommends that third-party payers reimburse physicians for reasonable and necessary
diagnosis and treatment. Your legislation would help achieve these goals.

The AAFP commends you for your leadership on this important issue. We look forward to working with you
to improve healthcare for all Americans. Please contact Mark Cribben (mcribben@aafp.org) in our
Washington, D.C. office if we can be of more assistance.

Sincerely,

Glen R. Stream, MD, MBI, FAAFP
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