AMERICAN ACADEMY OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS

November 18, 2020

The Honorable Abigail Spanberger The Honorable Dusty Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representatives Spanberger and Johnson:

On behalf of the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) and the 136,700 family physicians,
residents and medical students we represent, | write to offer our support for H.R. 8623, the Securing
Affordable Vaccines Equally (SAVE) for Seniors Act of 2020.

Your legislation would clarify that Medicare must cover, without cost-sharing, a COVID-19 vaccine
authorized for emergency use, just as it would have done for one licensed under the Public Health
Service Act.

Research has shown that cost-sharing and high deductibles can cause patients to delay or forego
care. When this happens, patients often face worse outcomes and costlier care.’ Moreover, during
the ongoing pandemic, older adults have the highest risk of severe illness from COVID-19 resulting in
higher rates of hospitalization and in-patient care. This includes higher death rates—8 out of 10
COVID deaths have been in adults over 65.2 Protecting this vulnerable population is one of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) top priorities for vaccine distribution.®

By closing the loophole in the CARES Act, H.R. 8623 will ensure Medicare beneficiaries do not face
financial barriers to COVID-19 vaccination after the public health emergency. In the likely case that
full vaccination requires two vaccine doses, this legislation is even more crucial to ensure seniors can
receive both doses in the required timeframe without financial burden.*

Once again, thank you for introducing this important legislation. We look forward to working with you
to move this legislation forward. For more information, please contact John Aguilar, Manager for
Legislative Affairs at jaquilar@aafp.org.

Sincerely,

i’}@)d’. %%/\m, FARFP

Gary L. LeRoy, MD, FAAFP
Board Chair, American Academy of Family Physicians
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