[DATE]

The Honorable [NAME]
[OFFICE]
[ADDRESS]
[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

Dear [TITLE] [NAME],

On behalf of the [state] Academy of Family Physicians, representing over [number of members] family physicians and medical students across our state, I am writing to urge your support of [bill number], the [bill name]. This legislation would establish a physician wellness program that will help prevent physician burnout and support physician wellness in an evidence-based, confidential manner. We urge you to vote ‘Yes’ on this essential and potentially life-saving legislation. 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, a pervasive public health concern was burnout among health care providers, negatively impacting their happiness, relationships, career satisfaction and patient care. During the pandemic, the issue became worse, especially for family physicians. A January 2022 report showed that 51% of family physicians were burned out, and 24% of all physicians were clinically depressed. Furthering the tragedy is the fact that general practitioners, family physicians and primary care physicians accounted for 27% of all physician deaths during the pandemic, the highest percentage for any medical specialty. With your help, we hope to reverse these trends. 

The [chapter name] endorses [bill number] because it assists primary care physicians by protecting their privacy as they seek self-care resources and other support services. The bill would accomplish this in the following ways:

[bullet list of bill summary]
 
Thank you for your consideration of this bill. Again, we encourage your ‘Yes’ vote and are available to answer any questions or provide additional information about this topic. Please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

[NAME]
[CONTACT INFO]
