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September 29, 2025

The Honorable Kristi Noem

Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
3801 Nebraska Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20528

RE: Restriction on Entry of Certain Nonimmigrant Workers
Dear Secretary Noem:

On behalf of the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP), representing
128,300 family physicians, residents, and medical students across the country, | write
to express concern regarding the recent Presidential Proclamation imposing a
$100,000 fee on applications to the H-1B visa program and how it may impact
America’s healthcare workforce. While we appreciate the Administration’s aims to
prevent abuse of this program and protect American workers, if inappropriately
applied to foreign-trained physicians, this policy could severely weaken the
nation’s healthcare workforce, threaten rural and underserved American’s access
to primary care, and undermine President Trump’s mission to Make America
Healthy Again.

President Trump has repeatedly made clear that addressing the nation’s rising rates of
chronic conditions is a priority for his administration. Nearly 95 percent of adults 60
years and older have at least one chronic condition, and nearly 80 percent have two
or more.! This is only projected to worsen in the coming years, as the population
continues to age and the number of adults 50 years and older with at least one
chronic disease is estimated to increase by almost 100 percent.! The AAFP shares the
administration’s belief that it is critically important for the U.S. to work to prevent
chronic illnesses and stop this projection from becoming a reality.

Primary care is the only health care component where an increased supply is
associated with better population health and improved patient outcomes.' Access
to longitudinal, coordinated, comprehensive primary care has been shown to
increase utilization of preventive care;" improve outcomes for patients with chronic
conditions;¥ and reduce costly emergency visits," hospitalizations," and unnecessary
specialty outpatient visits. Vi

Despite the overwhelming evidence to support primary care as the solution to the
chronic disease crisis, it is projected that the U.S. will face a shortage of up to
40,000 primary care physicians by 2036.% International Medical Graduates (IMGs)
are indispensable to the U.S. primary care workforce. Due to U.S. medical graduates
being less likely to practice in rural and underserved areas, IMGs are twice as likely to
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practice primary care in the U.S. in these settings.* Further, recent data shows that
more than 14,000 physicians with H-1B visas were practicing in the United States in
2022, with higher proportions serving in safety-net hospitals, rural communities, and
states with lower physician density than U.S. medical graduates . ®

We want a healthier America, just as this administration does, and a healthier
America requires a robust primary care workforce to support patients.

Section 1(c) of the Proclamation grants you, as Secretary, discretion to exempt
workers whose entry is in the “national interest.” We strongly recommend that DHS
create an exception to the $100,000 H-1B application fee for physicians,
especially those committed to practicing primary care, assign favorable weighting
to these applications, and fast-track their processing. Doing so will help maintain a
robust pipeline of international medical graduates and support the health and well-
being of communities across America.

The AAFP appreciates your consideration of our concerns and suggested solutions.
We remain committed to working with the Department and other stakeholders to
advance responsible visa policies that will help bolster our health care workforce and
advance access to high-quality primary care for every individual. For more
information or questions, please contact Kate Gilliard, Sr. Manager, Federal Policy and
Reqgulatory Affairs at kgilliard@aafp.org.

Sincerely,

S St .0, FAREP

Steven P. Furr, MD, FAAFP
Board Chair
American Academy of Physicians
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