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Learning Objectives

•Describe CME and why it is important to your learners.
•Understand the AAFP Credit System and the value of AAFP credit.
• Identify the next steps in applying for AAFP CME credit.
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*Please note, all information is valid and correct as of July 2018 and is subject to change.



What is CME?
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Continuing Medical Education is the 
process by which family physicians and other 
health professionals engage in activities 
designed to support their continuing 
professional development.

https://www.aafp.org/about/policies/all/cme-definition.html

CME credit is the “currency” assigned to CME 
activities

http://justintarte.blogspot.com/2011/12/top-10-questions-to-ask-yourself-in.html?m=0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.aafp.org/about/policies/all/cme-definition.html


Why do physicians need CME?

•New and developing scientific techniques
•Maintain competence
•Licensure
•Board Certification
•Membership
•Hospital privileging
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https://theconversation.com/should-there-be-a-dress-code-for-doctors-44116
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


What do physicians expect from their CME?

•Fair and balanced
•Unbiased
•Data driven education
•Evidence based education
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https://digital.report/temyi/info-freedom/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


What do physicians hope to achieve after 
participating in CME?

CME 
Outcome

Change 
in 

practice

Higher 
quality 
care

More 
efficient 

care
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What is the AAFP Credit System?

•Established in 1947
−First of 3 National Accreditors

•Certifies activities for CME credit
•Sets and upholds standards in CME
•Only the AAFP has authority over the AAFP Credit System
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What Our Work Means to CME Providers
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•Pay a fee for AAFP review
•Timely turnaround
•Advertise AAFP credit in their 
promotional materials

•Website listing

https://nf.aafp.org/cme/cmecenter/search


CME Search
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AAFP Credit Types

10

• Target audience: family 
physicians

AND
• AAFP member involvement

Prescribed

• Target audience: healthcare 
professionals other than 
physicians

• No member requirement
Elective



Reciprocity Agreements and Credit 
Acceptance

•American Medical Association: AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ 
•American Osteopathic Association: AOA Category 2-A, 2B
•College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC)
•Qatar Council for Health Professionals (QCHP)

•Health Professional Organizations
−American Academy of Physician Assistants
−American Nurses Credentialing Center
−More
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https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/credit-statements/ama-equivalency.html
https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/credit-statements/aoa-agreement.html
https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/credit-statements/cfpc-agreement.html
https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/credit-statements/qchp-equivalency.html
https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/credit-statements/health-professional-organizations-agreement.html


Eligibility Requirements

12

1. •Relevant to scope of Family 
Medicine

2.
•Adhere to ACCME 
Standards for Commercial 
Support

3. •Content



Eligibility Requirements
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1. •Relevant to scope of Family 
Medicine

2.
•Adhere to ACCME 
Standards for Commercial 
Support

3. •Content

http://www.accme.org/accreditation-rules/standards-for-commercial-support


Eligibility Requirements
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1. •Relevant to scope of Family 
Medicine

2.
•Adhere to ACCME 
Standards for Commercial 
Support

3. •Content



Content Level Requirements
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*See detailed eligibility requirements and Decision Tree for more information

Evidence-Based or 
Customary and 

Generally Accepted

1. Not dangerous or 
ineffective

2. Fair and balanced 
(risks vs. benefits)

3. About vs. How to

OR

Content must have a direct connection to patient care

https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/eligibility.html
https://www.aafp.org/dam/AAFP/documents/cme/accreditation/decision-tree.pdf


Activity Types
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Live Enduring 
Material

Medical 
Journal

Performance 
Improvement Point of Care Blended 

Learning

https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/activity-types.html

https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/activity-types.html


Translation to Practice®
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Consume 
Education

Reflect

Commit to 
change

Implement 
change

Assess 
Barriers

Reflect



Credit System Site
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If you have a 
CME provider 

account

If you don’t 
have a CME 

provider 
account

www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about.html

http://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about.html


CME Provider Dashboard
•Username and password
•www.aafp.org/cmea/login
•Access incomplete, pending, 
or approved/denied activities

•Begin new application
•Advice: Favorite this 
webpage on your browser
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http://www.aafp.org/cmea/login


Application Process
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Create account
-One time process

Apply online 
and pay review 
fee
-30-60 minutes to 
complete
-Worksheets available

Receive credit 
determination 
letter
-No later than 20 business 
days after payment is 
received
-Website listing in CME 
Search

https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/apply/worksheets.html
https://nf.aafp.org/Cme/CmeCenter/Search


Resources
•AAFP Credit System Page

−www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about.html

•Helpful Tools for CME Providers
−https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/tools.html

•Credit System Guide
−http://www.aafp.org/dam/AAFP/documents/cme/accreditation/cme-credit-guide.pdf

•Translation to Practice templates/information
https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/t2p.html

•Application Fees 
−https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/apply/review-fees.html
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http://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about.html
https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/tools.html
http://www.aafp.org/dam/AAFP/documents/cme/accreditation/cme-credit-guide.pdf
https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/t2p.html
https://www.aafp.org/cme/creditsys/about/apply/review-fees.html


Contact Information

•AAFP Credit System
−Cmecredit@aafp.org
−800-274-2237

•Keep up to date with 
e-newsletter
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

mailto:Cmecredit@aafp.org
https://nico1-toutlefrancais.wikispaces.com/l'interrogation+-+comment+poser+des+questions
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://leadershipfreak.wordpress.com/2010/03/05/10-best-questions-ever
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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