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2017 Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) Survey
About the Survey
• Purpose is to inform the AAFP of the prevalence of this issue among our 

members and the patients they serve
• Identifies 

– family physicians’ perceptions of SDOH
– activities of primary care clinics (screening, referral, advocacy)
– barriers and needs 

Results (Available at www.aafp.org/everyone)
• Four in 10 indicated this is either an ‘essential’ or ‘high’ priority issue
• Nearly 60% are screening patients for SDOH and making referrals to 

social service resources 
• Family physicians are establishing high impact partnerships to address the 

issue with the help of:
– community-based organizations (35%)
– health insurers (13%)
– philanthropic organizations (15%) 

http://www.aafp.org/everyone


• The mission of the AAFP is to improve the health of 
patients, families, and communities by serving the needs 
of members with professionalism and creativity.

• The AAFP aims to take a leadership role in addressing 
diversity and social determinants of health (SDOH) as 
they impact individuals, families, and communities 
across the lifespan and to strive for health equity.

AAFP Strategic Priority





https://aafp-1.wistia.com/medias/lvlt537onk


Physician level: Screening and referral resources to connect patients 
to community based resources – January 2018

Practice level: Transforming practices to address social 
determinants -March 2018

Community level: Community engagement and advocacy initiatives 
that support policy and system level interventions - TBD

AAFP Social Determinants of Health Toolkit



2018 Priorities
• Raising awareness of the affect of SDOH and establishing best practices for SDOH screening 

• Developing strategies for coordinating with social services and behavioral health resources

• Developing workflows that incorporate the primary care practice team

• Advocacy initiatives that support policy at the local, State and Federal levels 

• Provide recommendations for payment models

• In-person trainings and informational webinars to support members continuing medical education

• Topic issue briefs to engage multi-sector stakeholders



Discovery Discussions
1. Strategies to diversify the healthcare workforce

2. Mutual health equity priorities
3. Identifying and engaging key stakeholders 

4. Expanding on the research 
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