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 T
he peer review process used by most respected 
medical journals like AFP is designed to ensure 
the journal brings high-quality, unbiased con-
tent to readers. AFP relies on the expertise and 

generous contributions of many peer reviewers who help 
spot weaknesses in manuscripts and improve their edu-
cational value.

Reviewers provide detailed comments about each 
manuscript’s clarity, its accuracy, its authoritativeness, 
and its documentation of a comprehensive, evidence-
based approach to the subject. They review manuscripts 
using a detailed checklist. Reviewers are asked to identify 
references, tables, figures, and information about new 
developments that should be added or updated. They 
also evaluate the manuscript for appropriate balance and 
identify any apparent conflict of interest or bias.

Our process is double blinded, meaning that authors 
are not told who their reviewers are, and reviewers are not 
given information about the authors of the manuscripts 
they review. We believe this process produces the most 
helpful reviews and ultimately leads to better articles. 

Each manuscript considered for publication in AFP is 

sent to several peer reviewers, including at least two fam-
ily physicians and two physicians, who may be family 
physicians or other specialists, chosen for their expertise 
in the subject matter of the article. Reviewers methodi-
cally evaluate the manuscript, which often requires 
hours of research and effort.

The AFP peer reviewers are volunteers; they are 
not paid for the substantial time reviews may require, 
although those who are members of the AAFP may 
receive continuing medical education Prescribed credit 
for each review. The AAFP allows reviewers up to 3 Pre-
scribed credits for each manuscript review they provide 
(maximum of 15 credits per three-year cycle). To report 
credit earned, reviewers can log in to the members sec-
tion of the Web site at http://www.aafp.org/CME/report-
ing/ClaimCredit.aspx and complete the online form. If 
you would like to serve as a peer reviewer for AFP, please 
e-mail a note of interest to afpjournal@georgetown.edu.

We thank the reviewers listed below, each of whom 
reviewed at least one manuscript between July 1, 2009, 
and Dec. 31, 2010. Without them, AFP wouldn’t be the 
high-quality journal it is. ■
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